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The newest  add it io n to  
Rose -Hulman ’s  campus has  
of f ic ia l ly  o pened –  t he  Ro se  
Gard en.  Locat ed in  the East/
West  A part ments ,  Rose Ga r-
den is  in  place  of  t he  Subwa y  
that  us ed to  be there.   
It  incorporat es  bot h  the  
convenienc e purc hasing of  t he  
C -store  and smal l  café  sty le  of  
Chauncey ’s .  O pen from 11am  
to  9pm Mo ndays  t hro ugh Fr i-
days,  s tud ents  c an be s een  
eat ing  and  hanging  out  at  
Rose  Ga rden throu ghout  t he  
day.  
The  restaura nt  port io n o f  
Rose Ga rden  serves  made - to-
order  sand wiches ,  weekly  
soup s pec ials ,  loca l  fres h  
bread,  and  mo re .  Lunch is  
served o pening to  5 pm, and  
dinner  5 pm to  c lose .  They ac -
cept  DB as  wel l  as  meal  
swipes  (ex cept  fres hman dur-
ing lunc h hours) ,  having great  
deals  o veral l .   
The menu  adds more to  
the variety  of  food o pt ions  a l -
ready  at  Ros e -Hulma n.  Ros e  
Gard en has  a l so  integrat ed  
the  C - store  into  i ts  s pace ,  re-
plac ing the or iginal  s ho p ju st  
across  the hal l .  The  s ame gro-
cery  store  i t ems and snac ks  
are  o f fered ,  wit h s he lves  and  
fr id ges  stoc ked  ful l  o f  s tudent  
favor ites .  
Wit h i ts  mod ern st y le  and  
great  variety ,  Rose  Gard en  
may soon  beco me a  po pula r  
place  to  v is i t .  Students  and  
workers  a l ike  enjoy  the new 
spac e.  And  tho ugh u pperclass-
men wil l  miss  t he  day s  of  Su b-
way  and  the C -sto re,  t he  
opening of  t he Ros e  Gard en  
marks  a nother  st ep  in  t his  
university ’ s  pl an to  be better  
each  day .  
“[Rose Gardens] incorporates both the 
convenience purchasing of  the C-store 
and small café style of  Chauncey’s.”  
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Let  me as k you so met hing .  
No,  not  s omething personal .  
This  i s  a  qu est io n  a bo ut  pro b-
lem sol v ing and ,  fo r  many ,  a  
d if f icul t  o ne .   
So,  here  i t  goes:  Let  S be  
the s mal lest  set  of  po sit ive  in-
tegers  wit h t he fo l lowing  
pro pert ies:  1)  2  is  in  S ,  2)  n  is  
in  S  whenever  n 2 is  in  S ,  and  
3)  ( n + 5 ) 2  is  in  S whenever  n  
is  in  S .  Whic h po sit ive  inte-
gers  are  not  in  S ?  
You ha ve just  read a  ques-
t ion o n t he  Wil l ia m Lo wel l  
Putnam Mathemat ical  Compe-
t it io n fro m 2017  which is  t he  
reaso n for  i ts  mat hemat ical  
langua ge a nd level  of  d i f f icul -
ty .   
Now imagine 11  more  
pro blems  of  t he  sa me cal iber ,  
give  yours el f  3  hours  to  an-
swer t he  f irst  s ix ,  ta ke  a  
brea k,  a nd try  t o  answer the  
rema ining  s ix ,  and  you wil l  
have a n id ea of  wha t  under-
graduat e  stud ents  who pa rt ic i-
pate  in  the Put nam compet i -
t ion go  through every  year  
during the f irst  Sat urday of  
Dec ember.  
That ’s  r ight .  S ix  hou rs  o f  
pro blem s olv ing.  Ma ny of  you  
are  pro ba bly  th inking ,  “My  
God,  man,  who  would  wa nt  to  
do  that  to  thems elves ? ”   
Well ,  besid es  being  the  
preeminent ,  bes t -known,  
mathematics  compet i t ion for  
undergradu ate  stud ents  in  t he  
U.S.  a nd Ca nada ,  the  top f ive  
ind iv iduals  rece ive  $2,5 00 
and a re  announc ed  as  Putna m 
Fel lows  by  the Mat hemat ical  
Associat ion  of  A meric a.   
To give  you  an  idea  of  ho w 
big  of  a  deal  t his  is ,  many P ut-
nam F el lows have go ne on t o  
win the Fields  Medal  in  math-
emat ics  a nd the No bel  Priz e  in  
Phys ics .   
In fact ,  the reno wned  
physic ist  Ric ha rd Feynman 
was a  Put na m Fel lo w for  the  
second c ompet it io n in  1939.  
Des pite  a l l  o f  t he prest ige  
surrounding t he c o mpet it ion  
and t he fame it  so  o ften be-
stows u po n i ts  f inal ists ,  the  
compet it ion  i s  not  so  muc h 
about  ho w much you  know as  
i t  is  a bout  o ne ’ s  a bi l i ty  to  
pro blem solve.   
Or as  U C -Berkeley ’s  math  
depa rtment ’s  websit e  words  i t ,  
“ the  emphasis  is  l ess  on kno w-
ing a  vast  amount  o f  mathe-
matics  a nd more o n s ee ing  
throu gh to  t he heart  o f  a  pro b-
lem,”  and  that  kind o f  th ing is  
appeal ing to  over  4 ,000 stu-
dents  in  the U.S .  and Canada  
every  y ear .  
Rose -Hulman stu dents  
have been  a mong t hese bra ve  
4,000 fo r  over  20 y ears ,  and  
last  Saturday (Dec ember 1st) ,  
a  smal l  grou p of  s tudents  
gathered in  Cra po  Ha l l  to  t ry  
the ir  ha nd at  t he  79t h  W il l ia m 
Lowel l  Putnam Exa m.  
The f irst  s ess ion ra n from 
10:00 a .m. to  1 :00  p .m.  Ea st-
ern  Time,  and  the s ec ond s es-
s ion  f rom 3:00 p .m.  to  6:00  
p.m.  
In between  the two  ses-
s ions ,  t he mat h depart ment  
hosted  a  lu ncheon for  the  stu-
dents  to  rega in t he ir  s trength  
for  t he next  6  qu est io ns.  
In  case  you  th ink  I ’ m sen-
sat ional iz ing t his  in  some 
way ,  I  ha ve no do ubt  t hat  
“regaining t he ir  s t rengt h ”  i s  
the r ight  cho ic e  of  wo rds.   
These  pro blems are  ex-
tremely  c hal lenging ,  i f  you  
haven ’ t  a l ready d edu ced that  
from t he  ex ample  I  ga ve  ea rl i -
er .   
Often  t imes t he  media n  
score  for  t he Put nam is  0  out  
of  120 po ints ,  a nd  pa rt ia l  
credit  i s  earned o nl y  i f  t he  
student  s hows  s igni f icant  pro -
gress  to wards  a  solut ion.  
This  hasn ’ t  s to pped Rose -
Hulman stud ents  fro m sco ring  
wel l  o n t he Put nam in t he  
past .   
This  y ear ,  with  t he  he lp  of  
Associat e  P rofessor  o f  Mathe-
matics  Dr .  Syl via  Carl is le ,  and  
Assista nt  P rofessor  o f  Mathe-
matics  Dr.  Kenj i  Koz ai ,  Ro se -
Hulman stud ents  co uld  pre-
pare fo r  t he  Putna m by at -
tending  pract ic e  s ess ions  held  
during F al l  Qua rter .   
“Eac h o f  ou r  s ess ions  had  
a  theme,”  sa id  Dr .  Carl is le  
said  in  an int erview last  Fri -
day,  “we would  ta l k  a  l i t t l e  
about  co mmo n tools  [ for  solv-
ing pro blems  under  t he speci -
f ied  t heme]  in  the beginning ,  
but  af t er  t hat ,  s tudents  wo rk  
on probl ems and pra ct ice  us -
ing those to ols . ”  
Perhaps th is  year  we  may  
see  a  Ro se -Hulma n student  
ranked amo ng the top 5 00 
compet ito rs ,  a nd i f  not ,  t here  
is  a lwa ys  next  y ear  s ince  u n-
dergraduat e  students  are  a l -
lowed  to  ta ke i t  a  ma ximum of  
four  t imes.   
In s pite  of  t he c onnota-
t ions  o f  the  word  
‘compet it ion , ’  stud ent s  who  do  
wel l  o n t he Put nam l ikely  s ee  
i t  f irst  and  foremo st  as  an  en-
joya ble  act ivity  which test s  
the ir  pro bl em -solving a bi l i -
t ies .   
The accol ades  and fame  
come last ,  a f ter  a l l  o f  the fun  
has  been  had.  
The Rose Thorn 
Meet Tuesdays  
O259 5:15pm 
Rose Garden, located in East/West Apartments, opened after 
break.  
Photo by Colin Beach 
“The menu adds more to the variety of  
food options already at Rose-Hulman” 
MIT students taking the Putnam during December 3, 2011. MIT typi-
cally has a team of students that rank among the top 5 teams each year.  
Photo courtesy of math.mit.edu 
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Riddle of the Week: Can you arrange 9 numerals — 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 — (using each numeral just 
once) above and below a division line, to create a   
fraction equaling to 1/3? 
Come to our C-Think info session on Thursday at 7:30 
in M103 for the answer! 









For Rent: 5 Beds, 3.0 Baths / $1,490 
• 4.1 acres 
• Large Living Room 
• Full Kitchen 
• Free Internet 
• Fire Pit 
• Shared access to Swimming Pool 
• Free DirecTV 
• Lawn Care Included 
Categories: 
Rose News (pg. 1) 
World News (pg. 3) 
Entertainment (pg. 4) 
Lifestyle (pg. 5) 
Opinions (pg. 6) 
Sports (pg. 7) 




place = $100 
2
nd
 place = $50 
3
rd
 place = $25 
 
Prizes will be distributed as 
pre-paid Visa cards 
A Rose Thorn Writing Competition 
Rules: 
1. Submit your piece to thorn@rose-hulman.edu 
by 11:59pm on January 14th! 
2. Indicate your desired category as part of your 
submission. 
3. If you request anonymity, your name will be 
withheld from the publication, but you can still 
receive the prize. 
4. Limit one prize per person. 
5. Even if you do not win a prize, we may publish 
your piece in future issues! 
Win up to $100 for your writing! 
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In  rec ent  weeks  Premium  
Snapc hat  accounts  have  found  
themsel ves  o n an IRS  radar  for  
poss ible  tax  fraud.  It ’s  not  t he  
most  res pecta ble  s id e  of  the in-
ternet  bec ause  Premium S na p-
chat  accou nts  pro vide sex ual  
content  for  a  mo nthly  subsc rip-
t ion .  Thes e  account s  have  fou nd  
po pular ity  with  wo men t hat  
have created a  large  fan bas e  
from t he  ex pl ic i t  co ntent  that  
they  provide .  In  t he l ight  of  
this  new mo vement ,  that  has  a  
has htag a nd shal l  remain name-
less  in  t his  art ic le ,  many wom-
en a re  disco vering  that  t he  
money t hat  they  ha ve  ea rned  
from t hese premiu m a ccounts  is  
taxabl e  inc ome.  Sou rces  fro m 
the IRS ind icate ,  for  s ingl e/
marr ied  perso ns,  t hat  fa i l ing to  
report  tax es  on inc o me a bo ve  
$10,400/$ 20,800 is  a  tax  v io la-
t ion a nd when a bove t his  
threshold ,  fa i l ing to  report  as  
l i t t le  a s  $400 is  ta x  law viol a-
t ion .  I  would  say  that  to  the a v-
era ge person,  t h is  i s  no  s ur-
pr ise  bec ause t here  is  no  tax  
exemptio n for  bus iness  t hat  
pro vid e visu al  sex.  So me o nl ine  
sources  ind icate  t hat  so me of  
thes e account s  generat e  as  
much as  5  to  6  f igures  and  al-
legedly  isn ’ t  being  tax ed.  A s  fa r  
as  tax  evas ion  goes  t here  is  l i t -
t le  to  no proof  t hat  t his  S na p-
chat  inco me is n ’ t  be ing tax ed  
and t he  ident ity  of  thes e ac-
counts  i sn ’ t  exact l y  pu bl ic  
kno wled ge .  Ho wever,  an inves-
t igat ion  by  the  IRS is  the  lever-
age t hat  these whist l e  blo wers  
are  cou nt ing  on .   
Some of  the  go ssip  in  the  
Twit ters phere  is  wa rning pre-
miu m s na pchat  acco unts  t hat  
‘IRS  is  co ming for  t hem ’  l ike  
dogs  o n a  sc ent .  It ’ s  hard to  say  
why  s ex  workers  are  be ing s in-
gled  out  on  th is  v iral  movement  
beca use  as  far  as  t he  IRS is  
concerned ,  tax  v io lat ions  have  
ha ppened in  ma ny d if ferent  in-
dustr ies .  I  d o  a gree  that  tax  
fraud  is  s er ious  and  should  by  
a l l  mea ns be repo rt ed to  the  
IRS and peopl e  t ha t  demo n-
strate  l i t t l e  to  no respect  for  
themsel ves  sho uldn ’ t  be  exempt  
from t his  whist le  blo wing.  That  
be ing said ,  I  th ink  i t ’s  a  re-
venge  movement  from inc els  
that  s ee  t he ir  sexu a l  frust ra-
t ions  be ing prof it ed  on.  What-
ever  t hes e whist l e -blo wers  hope  
to  ga in ,  I ’ m su re  that  the  cons e-
quences  wil l  be  nothing  s hort  of  
ma king  so me peo ple  sweat  in  
fear  of  a  ta x  aud it  and ex pos ing  
to  the world  t hat  t hey  are  d es-
perate  enou gh to  pay  for  adult  
mater ia l .   
You decide what’s newsworthy.  
Tuesdays at 5:15 in O259 
IRS Seizes Premium Snapchats 
Several Snapchat users are reporting premium accounts to the IRS as potential tax fraud. 
Photo Courtesy of Facebook 
Paul Schwartz 
Staff Writer 
A Series of Unfortunate Events 
Last  week a  ma ns ion  in  New 
Jers ey  was  reduc ed to  ashes  d e-
spite  t he  f i re  depart ment s  best  
at tempts  at  s to pping  the  f la me.  
However,  af ter  t he  f ire  crews  
arr ived ,  i t  was  very  o bvious  
this  was  no  accid ent .  The 
homeowner,  K eit h Ca ner io ,  was  
found with  mult iple  gu nshot  
wounds in  front  o f  his  ho me.  
Ins ide ,  Ke it h ’s  wife ,  son,  and  
daughter;  Jennifer ,  Jesse ,  a nd 
Sophia  were a l l  fou nd  shot  a nd 
stabbed  along wit h be ing s e-
verely  burned .  Thes e c irc um-
stances  seem almost  unreal  and  
too  gru eso me to  be t rue,  s imi-
lar  to  t hat  o f  Daniel  Handler ’ s  
(Lemony Snic ket )  A  Ser ies  of  
Unfortu nate  Events ,  where  two  
chi ld ren were o rpha ned after  a  
“myst er ious ”  mansion f i re  
ki l l ed  t he ir  pa rent s .  
The  story  does  no t  end  
there,  ho wever .  Minutes  later ,  
Paul  Ca nerio ,  K eit h ’ s  brother ,  
set  f ire  to  h is  o wn ho me,  ass ist -
ing his  wife  a nd t wo daughters  
to  safety .  After  pol ice  qu es-
t ioned P aul ’s  fa mily ,  he  wa s  
taken into  cust ody  on  fou r  
counts  of  mu rder  and t wo 
counts  o f  a rson.  Invest igators  
say  t hat  t he  motive  behind  al l  
o f  thes e d isgust ing  acts  were 
f ina ncial ,  connect ed t o  the  fact  
that  t he  brot hers  were bus iness  
part ners .  Bot h of  t hes e f ires  
a lso  seemed to  create  t he  
“ i l lus ion ”  t hat  Paul  was  a  v ic-
t im,  but  invest igators  quic kly  
saw it  was  a l l  a  ru se .  It  was  a l -
so  fou nd t hat  Paul  t r ied  to  us e  
the  f ires  a s  a n at tempt  to  de-
stroy  ev idence  fro m previou s  
cr imes co mmitt ed by  him.  
In  Cou rt ,  Paul  pl ead ed not  
gui l ty  to  t hes e cr imes  even  
though al most  a l l  evid enc e 
points  to  him.  Invest igators  are  
st i l l  l ooking  throu gh the  ru b-
ble ,  sea rching  for  tru th behind  
al l  o f  t hes e events .  In  t he  
mea nt ime Paul  wil l  rema in  in  
pol ic e  cu stody u nt i l  h is  next  
court  date .  
William Kemp 
Business Manager 
Paul Canerio, possibly motivated by strained business relations with his brother, allegedly murdered 
Keith Canerio and his family, burning their house down around them. 
Photo Courtesy of ABC News 
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Lauren Wiseman  
Staff Writer 
 
 Much like my mom keeps 
going back to see Star Wars 
movies even though she is skep-
tical of how good they will be, I 
keep going back to see new Har-
ry Potter movies. Or, as they are 
known now, Wizarding World 
movies. The original, Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find Them, 
was pretty good. I re-watched it 
recently, and I still enjoyed it. I 
also enjoyed watching Fantastic 
Beasts: Crimes of Grindelwald, 
but for different reasons. Be-
cause it is not good. There are 
things that are good about it, but 
as a whole it is just one big mis-
step in a questionable direction. 
Before going much further into 
this review, be warned that there 
are many spoilers in this review. 
To talk about the more absurd 
aspects of the film, it is neces-
sary to blow a lot of the “twists.” 
J.K. Rowling is a good book writ-
er, or at least a decent one. 
When it comes to screenplays, 
however, she is lacking some 
fundamental concepts. Or maybe 
she felt she was too good to take 
her beta readers’ advice, because 
the first movie has way better 
writing than this one. This mov-
ie’s climax is them talking 
through a character’s backstory 
for, like, ten minutes for a bunch 
of reveals. The dialogue is bi-
zarre and unnatural for a num-
ber of characters. 
One of the characters who con-
tinues to be a saving grace 
though is Newt Scamander, 
which works in the franchise’s 
favor in a huge way. Eddie Red-
mayne is one of a handful of ac-
tors who can carry an entire 
franchise on his shoulders. There 
is so much in his performance to 
praise, but I specifically want to 
laud the fact Scamander is the 
antithesis of the snarky, quippy 
new breed of hero we have seen 
for the last decade. On top of 
that, Redmayne has said in some 
interviews that he is playing the 
character as being on the autism 
spectrum. So the fact Scamander 
is on the spectrum—and in a sto-
ry where the point of his charac-
ter isn’t to be “inspiring”—is 
something to support. 
Another saving grace for this 
movie is Jude Law as Albus 
Dumbledore. He maintains the 
spirit of both Richard Harris and 
Michael Gambon through his 
performance. It was a smart 
choice to pick him to be Dumble-
dore for these movies, and I 
hope he continues to play a role 
in this franchise. 
However, for every well-written 
Scamander and Dumbledore…
there are a number of problems. 
Not once, not twice, but three 
times were female characters’ 
storylines poorly handled. 
Nagini (Claudia Kim) spends the 
majority of her screentime de-
voted to caring about Credence. 
And knowing Nagini is milked in 
Goblet of Fire and then decapi-
tated in Deathly Hallows makes 
it awkward, and means the char-
acter goes in the bucket of Asian 
women subservient to evil white 
guys. 
Leta Lestrange (Zoe Kravitz) has 
an interesting story, but it’s all 
undone by the end of the movie. 
The movie gives the impression 
she is the last of the Lestrange 
line, so when she dies, where 
Rodolphus is supposed to come 
from to marry Bellatrix later is 
beyond me. Her dialogue specifi-
cally is bad, saying things like, 
“You're too good, Newt. You nev-
er met a monster you couldn't 
love.” Not even the best actor 
could make dialogue like that 
sound natural. 
Even established female charac-
ters had some problems. 
Queenie (Alison Sudol) was cool 
in the first movie. I really liked 
her character: sweet, gentle, and 
unapologetically so. In this mov-
ie, though, she felt like a parody 
of her first movie self. Her accent 
was exaggerated, she was des-
perate and obsessive. Then—for 
a character whose last name is 
“Goldstein”—it’s a little awkward 
that she would side with Wizard 
Hitler. 
Speaking of Grindelwald, Depp 
is just a bad choice. He is doing a 
watered down Jack Sparrow 
voice, he is shambling through 
the performance, and I have a 
hard time believing Dumbledore 
would fall in love with him (but 
that storyline wasn’t even in-
cluded in favor of a lame “blood 
oath” idea instead). If the char-
acter were still played by Colin 
Farrell, or even recast with Mi-
chael Fassbender, it would have 
been a lot easier to believe. This 
isn’t even because of the accusa-
tions leveled against Depp, this 
is just because Depp is really 
lame as Grindelwald. And don’t 
even get me started on Grindel-
wald’s bong that shows off his 
evil plans. 
To continue on this Grindelwald 
train, there were a number of 
twists that were laughable, with 
no set-up and made no sense 
when they were “revealed”, but 
one of the two really lame twists 
was the fact that Grindelwald 
says if people don’t join his 
cause, the actual Holocaust will 
happen. They say it’s just 
“another war,” but it’s pretty 
clear it’s supposed to be the Hol-
ocaust. Not even a wizard Holo-
caust. The real Holocaust. 
But perhaps the most egregious 
of all of this is how many estab-
lished, known details are 
retconned in this movie. There 
are entire websites dedicated to 
keeping track of birthdays and 
character histories that Rowling 
wrote herself. So why were there 
so many details that were just 
flat out wrong? Dumbledore nev-
er taught Defense Against the 
Dark Arts (and in a style similar 
to Lupin); people who are oblivi-
ated don’t retain “good” memo-
ries; Minerva McGonagall wasn’t 
born until 1935, so she couldn’t 
have been teaching in 1927, let 
alone the early 19-teens; 
Dumbledore and Grindelwald 
already fought, it’s why Ariana 
Dumbledore is dead, so there 
should be no blood oath plot 
line; and Dumbledore does not 
have a brother named Aurelius. 
I’m not mad, J.K. Rowling, I’m 
just disappointed. In an age 
where the Internet preserves 
your work for you, there is no 
excuse to get easy facts wrong; 
and after so many people have 
pointed out concerns with the 
way you handle diversity—and 
after you acknowledged those 
concerns—you somehow man-
aged to get things wrong again. 
Why, with all your money, have 
you not hired someone to help 
you with that? This franchise is 
too big to go quietly, so if these 
mistakes are not corrected be-
fore Fantastic Beasts 3, this can 
only end badly. 
Much like this movie. 
Thomas Hall  
Staff Writer 
 
 Netflix’s American Van-
dal is one of the greatest social 
commentary pieces that are cur-
rently available. This 
“mockumentary” series has cap-
italized on the sudden domi-
nance of “true crime” shows, 
such as Netflix's Making a Mur-
der and This American Life’s Se-
rial, to create an inspired piece 
of satire. I honestly believed this 
was a very well told and smart 
true crime piece when I agreed 
to write this review but, upon 
my research, I am even more 
blown away. 
 
Each season of the show follows 
the premise of all the true crime 
shows that have come before it, 
wherein the first episode we 
learn what crime was committed 
and who has been charged with 
doing it and spend the rest of 
the season trying to figure out 
exactly what the truth is. How-
ever, unlike more traditional 
crime stories where the crimes 
shown are typically murder, 
American Vandal’s crimes are a 
little more absurd: drawing pe-
nises on school staff cars and 
putting laxatives in the lemon-
ade of the school’s cafeteria, 
which results in what was 
known as “the brown out.” The 
characters do take these crimes 
as seriously as any other true 
crime show, never diverging into 
hours of crude humor like you 
may expect because the two cre-
ators of the show come from 
Funny or Die and College Hu-
mor. 
I think this show, especially sea-
son two, serves as a powerful 
statement of the power of our 
own desire to be loved and cared 
for and how easily we can be 
manipulated by others when we 
trust them. It also highlights 
how vulnerable we are to data 
breaches and how powerful that 
data is when it is turned against 
us. American Vandal also shows 
the hypocritical statement “all 
people are equal under the law 
and are innocent until proven 
guilty” because it clearly shows 
that there are different levels of 
evidence needed to accuse any-
one of any given crime and that 
the rules do not apply to every-
one equally. 
 
Overall, I highly recommend 
bingeing both seasons of Ameri-
can Vandal as soon as possible. 
“unlike more traditional crime stories, American 
Vandal’s crimes are a little more absurd…” 
Welcome back everyone!  Feel free to send any question or comments about the content of this page to bimadk@rose-hulman.edu 
A Binge-watching projects before the quarter truly starts 
 
Image Courtesy of yearendlists.com 
Lifestyle                   5 
Rapper Tekashi 69 has seen  a 
meteoric rise  in the past year 
with his release of  tracks GUM-
MO, BEBE, and FEFE. He has al-
so seen a meteoric rise in his pop-
ularity for the wrong reasons as 
he has appeared in the news with 
allegations of his future incarcer-
ation. From Soundcloud to Maxi-
mum Security ,The lifestyle page 
is here to catch you up on your 
favorite rainbow rapper. 
Born as Daniel Hernandez in 
the streets of  New York, Tekashi  
69  is facing  racketeering and 
weapons charges  alongside his 
producer Treway. They have ap-
parently been associated with 
drug trafficking , including mari-
juana, heroin, cocaine,  and fenta-
nyl.  
Takashi has been involved in 
other illegal activities throughout 
this career as he was also convict-
ed of a number of crimes in 2015. 
He negotiated a plea deal which 
he made with the court postpon-
ing the case for 3 years. Along 
with this he had complete his 
GED and  300 hours of communi-
ty service. 
Since then he has been in-
volved with a number of other 
crimes including a fight with a 16 
year old. After a few conversa-
tions the 16 year old appeared in 
court and dropped al charges 
against the rapper. 
Long story short these crimes 
have repeated over and over again 
as the 22 year old rapper fails to 
have any respect for the law of 
those around him. He has acted 
above the law for quite a while 
and these recent racketeering al-
legations may be the ones to fi-
nally put him in prison for a long time.  
The era of rap has changed a 
lot since the days of violence rid-
den days of legends The Notori-
ous BIG and Tupac Shakur, of 
which we must remember were 
both killed in tragic shootings re-
lated to their success.  
While rapping about the hard-
ship you have been through in 
your life is something that has 
proved to be both successful and 
relatable in many rappers lives 
the violence that follows their ec-
centric lifestyle seems to be a 
trope that is getting may rappers 
in a lot of trouble.  
Rapper xxxTentacion who fell 
victim to this vicious cycle this 
summer as he was murdered in 
cold blood.  
This lifestyle may seem lavish 
and these people may feel invinci-
ble although the crimes they com-
mitting are slowly catching up to 
them.  
The cycle of violence provided 
by these vales in the spotlight of 
social media is fueled by their im-
age as rappers such as 69, Trippie 
Red, and Lil Pump are in an era 
fueled by doing the most ridicu-
lous actions to get the most atten-
tion.  These actions are then  bol-
stered by their musical releases as 
people will blindly listen to their 
half baked tracks as long as they 
are in the spotlight of social me-
dia.  
It is honestly a shame that 
there is a large portion of people 
in the rap community falling vic-
tim to this era of shock value 
equaling success as they are hav-
ing their five minutes of fame and 
subsequently getting eaten up by 
the system whether it be falling to 
addiction, being incarcerated, dy-
ing, or  even dedicating their life 
to something that will never find 
them any sustainable success.  
I am not saying that we 
should not listen to these rappers 
music as everyone has their own 
personal preference in what they 
choose to listen to rather than 
focusing on the facts that this 
genre has deteriorated into this 
back alley half hearted production 
that glorifies shock value and vio-
lence.   
Rapper 69 as he recently appeared in court 
Photos Courtesy of  Real Talk Radio 
Will the faraday future be the one to kill Elon’s Dreams? 
Photos  Courtesy  the Verge 
Charlemagne Tha God and Rapper 69 having a conversation 
Photos Courtesy of  The Breakfast Club 
The new Rivian Electric Pickup 
Photos  Courtesy  Wired 
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RHIT SPORTS SCHEDULES 
Track & Field Swimming & Diving Basketball 
Jan 12: @ RHIT   
Jan 19: @ RHIT 
Jan 26: @ RHIT 
Feb 3: @ Bloomington, Ill 
Feb 10: @ Greencastle, Ind 
Feb 17: @ Anderson, Ind 
March 3: @ Ada, Ohio 
March 10: @ Birmingham, Ala 
March 17: @ William Welch Complex 
March 24: @ St. Louis, Mo 
March 30: @ Springfield, Ohio 
April 7: @ Greencastle, Ind 
April 14: @ Greencastle, Ind 
April 20: @ William Welch Complex 
April 27& 28: @ William Welch Complex 
May 4: @ Bloomington, Ind 
May 11: @ Berea, Ohio 
May 24—26: @ La Crosse, Wis 
Dec 1&2: @ University Of Kentucky 
Jan 11: @ RHIT 
Jan 12: @ Bloomington, Ill 
Jan 18: @ Valparaiso, Ind 
Jan 19: @ Grand Rapids, Mich 
Jan 25: @ Franklin Community Middle School 
Feb 2: @ RHIT  




Dec 5: Mt. St. Joseph 
Dec 8: Translyvania 
Dec 13: Boyce 
Dec 15: Manchester 
Dec 22: Millikin 
Jan 2: Hanover 
Jan 5: Earlham 
Jan 9:  Franklin 
Jan 12: Bluffton 
Jan 16: Anderson 
Jan 19: Defiance 
Jan 23: Mt. St. Joserph 
Jan 26: Translyvania 
Jan 30: Hanover 
Feb 2: Bluffton 
Feb 6: Franklin 
Feb 9: Earlham 
Feb 13: Anderson 
Feb 16: Manchester 
Dec 1: Defiance 
Dec 5: Mt. St. Joseph 
Dec 8: Transylvania 
Dec 15: Manchester 
Dec 18: Chicago 
Jan 2: Hanover 
Jan 5: Earlham 
Jan 9: Franklin 
Jan 12: Bluffton 
Jan 16: Anderson 
Jan 19: Defiance 
Jan 23: Mt. St. Joseph 
Jan 26: Transylvania 
Jan 30: Hanover 
Feb 2: Bluffton 
Feb 6: Franklin 
Feb 9: Earlham 
Feb 13: Anderson 
Feb 16: Manchester 
Basketball 1 2 Final 
Defiance 29 37 66 
Rose-Hulman 38 38 76 
In their opener against Defiance, The Men’s Basket-
ball team was able to come out on top.  The team 
managed to shoot 57% of their shots from the field. 
They also had 8 three point shots. The win  brought 
their record to 3-3 overall and 1-0 in conference.  
Defiance  Rose-Hulman 
32 Rebounds 40 
9 Assists 17 
10 Turnovers 25 
25 Pts Off Turnovers 16 
Sports             7     
 
Two Rose athletes have been added to the HCAC Athlete of the Decade 
Team. The team consists of 20 members and one male and one female 
graduating from 2009-2018 at each of the 10 conference schools. The two 
Rose Athletes that have been chose are Sutton Coleman and Liz Evans. 
This Saturday, December 8th these athletes will be honored before the 
Alumni Track and Field Meet that begins at noon. There will be another 





RHIT Track & Field 
 
In the Home Meet against Anderson, the Engineers were able to earn a 
combined 21 victories to bring them ahead of their opponent. For the wom-
en, they gained 8 victories and the men won 13 wins. Lauren Blake had 
three wins on her own in the 100– freestyle, 200-freestyle and 500-
freestyle. Other honorable mentions include, Michaela Kivett, Sean Gish, 
and Brendan King, among others.  
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
RHIT Men’s Basketball 
RHIT SPORTS BOX SCORES 
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
Defiance 1 2 Final 3 4 
Defiance 9 16 53 20 8 
RHIT 13 11 61 18 19 







RHIT Women’s Basketball 
Hailey Hoover 
Sports Editor 
The Lady Engineers managed to pull out a win 
against Defiance to start off their season. At halftime 
the Engineers were trailing by one. However they 
were able to come back in the second half and pull 
ahead to be victorious.  Their record now stands at 4-
3 overall and 1-0 in conference.  
Defiance  Rose-Hulman 
25 Rebounds 42 
13 Assists 11 
18 Turnovers 22 
13 Pts off Turnovers 12 
Flipside            7 
Who’s ready for the new quarter! Waking up in the dark to go to class really sets the mood for the day. 
Please send an email with questions, concerns, or content to my right ear or the Thorn Flipside Editor <thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu> Disclaimer: The Flipside is 
purely for fun! Any uncredited work above can be attributed to me, Rithvik Subramanya.  
“It was an ass-ton of logic, that’s the technical term.” 
-Dr. Sid Stamm 
 
“Don’t be Hitler. Wear a hat.” 
-Dr. Jensen 
Did your prof say something hilarious or just great out of context? 
Did you hear something amusing on your jaunt about the fine halls 
of this institution? We want to hear about it! Send your quotes with 
who said it to:  
thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu  
or fill out this nifty google form:  
https://goo.gl/forms/bB339sx6GHohggYt1 
WACKY PROF QUOTES 
1. Sleep 
2. Shower 
3. Prepare for the Purge 
4. Overthrow your RA 
5. Start an anarcho-capitalist society 
6. Steal paintings from Moench 
7. Download textbooks on eduroam 
8. Charge your laptop 
9. Download the My Rose Hulman app over 4G LTE 
10.Light a candle 
11. Drink because the world’s about to end 
12.Engage in BeerOCRACY 
13.Stick as many forks in as many outlets as you can 
New Gang on Campus 
Chit-chat 
It all happened so fast. I was passing the tree in-between Olin and 
Deming, when I noticed the people around me quickly get off the 
sidewalk, jumping onto the previously perfectly manicured grass. 
“How dare they,” I thought to myself, as I kept on walking. Little did 
I know that they were avoiding the horror that was 
approaching from behind me. 
 
It was just one at first. A silver flash as something 
sped past me. Then another. Before I knew it, I was 
surrounded by a blur of metal moving at supersonic 
speeds. I was spun around and barely managed to di-
ve off the sidewalk into the grassy refuge beside me. 
As I laid in the grass, I turned my head and was only 
able to catch a glimpse of the word ‘Razor’ as the mob 
sped away. That meant only one thing. Scooters. 
 
This was clearly the work of Rose’s newest syndicate, 
the ‘Scoocci Gang’. They appeared in the power vacu-
um left in the wake of the change in Rose’s President. 
Led by a mysterious figure known only as the ‘Razor 
King’, the group grew quickly in size and visibility. 
Scooters have been seen everywhere from Hatfield to 
the SRC to even inside Lakeside Hall. They ride 
around campus at terrifying speeds, and anyone un-
lucky enough to cross their path could find themselves 
encircled by the gang as they continue to assert their 
dominance. 
 
I don’t know where this could go. All I know is that for now, I’m 
sticking to the grass. It’s the only place that’s safe. 
Innocent bystander terrorized by gang of scooter savages—Scooci 
Gang, Scooci Gang, Scooci Gang... 




The Rose-Hulman community is no stranger to the five minute passing periods. It is a luxurious amount of time to walk from one class-
room to the next. After the latest board meeting, it was announced this passing period would be shortened to heighten the efficiency of the 
Rose-Hulman school day. 
 
“We don’t see students using this pass-
ing period to use the bathroom or pur-
chase a coffee from the Moench Café,” 
one board member commented. “As a 
result, students are clogging the hallways 
outside classrooms, just using their 
phones.” 
 
The board has optioned to put this into 
effect for the 2019-20 school year. They 
will be altering the current daily sched-
ule to reflect this--potentially including 
more, shorter class periods--but they do 
not anticipate this leading to a great 
change to the campus as a whole. In fact, 
they feel this will fall in line with the 
Mussallems’ goals to increase the health 
of the campus overall. 
 
“By shortening the passing period to 
three and a half minutes, we anticipate 
students can run to their classes,” anoth-
er board member explained. “This cre-
ates a ceiling of 28 minutes, which is 
well on students’ ways to getting 30 minutes of activity every day by just going to class.” 
 
Some students have expressed shock and confusion at this decision. “I barely have enough time to get from Olin to Crapo, and now I have 
to go from Olin to the Bridge,” a junior Mechanical Engineer said. “And now they expect me to make that commute in three and a half 
minutes?” 
 
In spite of their confusion, students do have a workaround. “We’re starting to build our schedules around the room,” a Biomathematics 
sophomore said. “I have a friend who straight up switched majors because it meant switching rooms less often.” 
 
Students are making do, but others are not quite ready for the change. Professors express concern in running with loose paper and coffee. 
“This can only end badly,” one professor said. “But no one asked us.” 
